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the world's pleasures, he leaves his wife and relatives to lead a
chaste and religious life as a hermit in a desert place, so that he may
win the regard of the gods, Bancroft's rendering of the narrative
proceeds:
"In that desert was a great stone or rock, called Tehuehueti,
dedicated to penitential acts; which rock Yappan ascended and
took his abode upon like a Western Simeon Stylites. The gods
observed all this with attention, but doubtful of the firmness of
purpose of the new recluse, they set a spy upon him in the person
of an enemy of his, named Yaod, (the world Yaotl signifies 'enemy')
yet not even the sharpened eye of hate and envy could find any
spot in the austere, continent life of the anchorite, and the many
women sent by the gods to tempt him to pleasure were repulsed
and baffled. In heaven itself the chaste victories of the lonely
saint were applauded, and it began to be thought that he was worthy
to be transformed into some higher form of life. Then Tlazolteod
(goddess of love), feeling herself slighted and held for nought,
rose up in her evil beauty, wrathful, contemptuous, and said: 'Think
not, ye high and immortal gods, that this hero of yours has the
force to preserve his resolution before me, or that he is worthy of
any very sublime transportation; I descend to earth, behold now
how strong is the vow of your devotee, how unfeigned his conti-
nence!' The goddess left her wonderful flower garden* and that
day the lean, penance-withered man on the rock beheld the fairest
}f women. 'My brother, Yappan', she said, % the goddess Tiazolteotl,
imazed at thy constancy, and commiserating thy hardships, come to
romfort thee; what way shall I take or what path, that I may get
ip to speak with thee?*
"Yappan was caught in her spell and, descending, helped the
;oddess to climb the rock. She tempted him and he fell. After
he goddess left him he was slain by Yaotl, the enemy. The gods
ransformed the dead man into a scorpion, with the forearms fixed
Ifted up as when he deprecated the blow of his murderer and he
rawled under the stone upon which he had his abode. Yaotl thea
pent in search of Yappan's wife, who was named Tlahuitzirt.
[aving found her he led her to the place of her husband's shame
id slew her.
"The gods transformed the poor woman into that species of
orpion called the alacran uncendido, and she crawled under the
one and found her husband. And so it came that the tradition
ys that all reddish-coloured scorpions are from Yappaa, while both
iep hidden under the stones and flee the light because of shame